
 

Partial thesis: 

[thing1] is more important than “Critical thinking” as described by Roth for [whatever purpose] 

 

 

 

Explained in an earlier paragraph: 

 

[what is “this participation” / “it”?] 

[more explanation, but it adds up to this:  ]  Students become really good at showing how 

[things] do not make sense.   

 

[how is “this participation … unsatisfying”?]  [comment:  doesn’t accomplish what it promises] 

 

 

 

Target paragraph’s planned detail & structure: 

 

TS:  [connect thesis to something about end results/larger problem] 

Transition to example:  [???] 

Example:   

“But this participation, being entirely negative, is not only seriously unsatisfying; 

it is ultimately counterproductive” (Roth). 

Comment:  [spell out what “counterproductive” means here] 

CS:  [show that this understanding of “counterproductive” helps us believe your thesis] 

 

 

 

Target paragraph: 

 

 Roth argues that this sort of critical thinking is not only deficient, but may in fact be self-

defeating.  Having established the “entirely negative” character of making students into “self-

satisfied debunkers,” Roth goes on to describe the project as “ultimately counterproductive.”  In 

other words, students who pride themselves on poking holes in what others see as valuable may 

be less able to find things valuable themselves.  A habit of deflating meaning may “diminish their 

capacity to find or create meaning and direction in the books they read and the world in which 

they live”; instead of learning from their education, they may learn only how to avoid education.  

This deflationary tendency leaves students actually worse off than they were before such 

miseducation. 

 

 

  



 

Breakdown of Target Paragraph: 

 

TOPIC SENTENCE: 

Roth argues that this sort of critical thinking is not only deficient, but may in fact be self-

defeating. 

 

TRANSITION TO EXAMPLE: 

Having established the “entirely negative” character of making students 

into “self-satisfied debunkers,”  

 

EXAMPLE: 

Roth goes on to describe the project as “ultimately 

counterproductive.”   

 

COMMENT: 

In other words, students who pride themselves on poking holes in what 

others see as valuable may be less able to find things valuable themselves.   

 

EXAMPLE 2: 

A habit of deflating meaning may “diminish their capacity 

to find or create meaning and direction in the books they 

read and the world in which they live”; 

 

COMMENT: 

instead of learning from their education, they may learn only how to avoid 

education.   

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE: 

This deflationary tendency leaves students actually worse off than they were before such 

miseducation. 

 

 

 


